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Transit of goods via Iran’s railway
network is planned to reach three
million tons in the current Iranian
calendar year (which ends on March
20, 2019), according to the Islamic
Republic of Iran Railways (known
as RAI).

Some 1.58 million tons of goods
have been transited via Iranian rail-
ways in the past calendar year, reg-
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Maintenance

istering a record in this field, ISNA
reported on Monday.

The data released by Iran’s Road
and Transportation
Organization (RMTO) and also Is-
lamic Republic of Iran Customs Ad-
ministration (IRICA) prove that the
transit of goods via Iran has been
experiencing an increasing trend in
the past Iranian calendar year.

This trend which indicates impor-
tance of the country in regional
trade is anticipated to continue in

Indonesia’s Pertamina considers Iran a priority in region

Indonesia’s state-run oil and gas
company Pertamina sees coopera-
tion with Iran as a priority for its
activities in the region, Junizar Har-
man Dipodiwirjo, a field manager
at Pertamina, said in an exclusive
interview with the Tehran Times.
The interview was conducted on
Monday in the 23nd Internation-
al Oil, Gas, Refining and Petro-
chemical Exhibition of Iran (Iran
Oil Show 2018), which kicked off
on Sunday and will wrap up on
Wednesday at the Tehran Perma-
nent International Fairgrounds.
Harman, who was attending Iran
Oil Show for the first time, said:
“It’s the first time that I am attend-
ing Iran Oil Show. It’s very large
with a very large number of exhibi-
tors and companies attending.”

Iran in the spotlight for Pertam-
ina

Speaking about his company’s ac-
tivities around the world, the offi-
cial noted that Pertamina is in its
early stages entering the Middle
East region and Iran is one of the
main priorities for the company for
future cooperation.

“Iran and Indonesia have a long his-
tory in political and economic co-
operation and hopefully this good
relation will continue in the future
too, especially in the oil industry,”
he added.

Pertamina has been in talks with
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the current calendar year through
some
plans.
In this due, development of transit
via railway is on the agenda of the

National
to take over Mansouri oil field in
southwestern Khuzestan province.
Asked about the state of negoti-
ations in this regard the official
noted that the Iranian government
had set a deadline of early May for
Pertamina to seal the deal for de-
veloping the oil field, however the
negotiations are still ongoing.
“Unfortunately I don’t have any in-
formation regarding the details of
the negotiations,”
Pertamina claimed in March that
it has secured the Iranian govern-
ment’s nod to be the operator of
Mansouri Field, in which the com-
pany is expected to control an 80
percent interest, while the rest will
be owned by an Iranian partner.
However, the company’s upstream

underway  development

Iranian Oil Company

Herman said.
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Islamic Republic of Iran Railways.

Development of railway network
in the border areas is a good oppor-
tunity for elevating transit which
plays some significant role in bring-

director Syamsu Alam said his side
was still looking for partners to
jointly develop the field, as it would
be too risky to control the 80 per-
cent interest alone.

Effect of probable U.S. sanctions
About the effect of probable U.S.
sanctions against Iran on Pertami-
na’s policies toward the Islamic Re-
public in the future, Herman said,
“Pertamina is in serious talks with
Iran on oilfield development and
other areas like LPG imports and
I don’t think political changes will
affect our policies and programs re-
garding Iran.”

“Iran and Indonesia are both inde-
pendent countries although there
are always political and economic
pressures from U.S. and the West;

FREE ZONES NEWS

Transit of goods via railway to reach
3m tons by March 2019

e PR T g 1T TS g ] ..:.__.i'.-'___...g_..;.
4 T Cadie placin ag da i 4 5 45

‘n‘l--?;'ﬁﬁ;'T-HJ..n:...uL'._...
TEe byl Soton ENE S W R
257 e il h&ul—a—mﬂa PTaFse

% TRIPE & AL LTS /1 4 S L . o

o | I, N T
bl L e u

UAWYWTTE e

ing more income for the country and
also more employment, according to
Ebrahim Mohammadi, the previous
deputy of RAI for operation and traf-
fic.

however, Pertamina is eager to pur-
sue its programs regarding Iran....
Fortunately, so far Europe is also
against abandoning the deal,” he
noted.

Asked about the renewal of the
LPG deal between Iran and Pertam-
ina the official said he didn’t have
any information in that regard.
Pertamina has had a contract with
NIOC since May 2016 for a total
600,000 million tons (mt) of LPG
to be delivered over 2016-2017 in
14 cargoes.

The first 44,000 mt evenly split pro-
pane/butane parcel was delivered in
October 2016.

The two sides were due to discuss
the renewal of its LPG export con-
tract in November 2017.

Iran Oil Show 2018

Referring to his participation in
Iran Oil Show, the Indonesian offi-
cial said: “being in this exhibition is
a great opportunity for us, because
we get to know Iranian energy
companies and exchange ideas and
knowledge for future cooperation.”

He said that Iran Oil Show is one
of the biggest energy events that he
has ever been a part of.

“Great international energy giants like
Total, OMYV, Lukoil, Tat Neft, Winter-
shall and etc. are attending this exhi-
bition and that shows how important
and big this event is,” he added.
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NEWS

Croatian National Bank to
facilitate banking ties with Iran

W -

)

Croatian National Bank has called all the coun-
try’ banks to remove existing barriers on the
way to expand banking ties with Iran, the vis-

iting Croatian Deputy Prime Minister Martina
Dalic announced addressing Iran-Croatia Busi-
ness Forum in Tehran, on Tuesday, IRIB news
reported.

Putting Iran-Croatia annual trade at $60 mil-
lion, Dalic, who is also the minister of econ-
omy, small and medium entrepreneurship and
crafts of Croatia, underlined the need for both
sides’ efforts to improve mutual economic ties.
She named oil, gas, machineries, industry, and
foodstuff as the proper fields for cooperation
between the two countries.

Iran-Croatia Business Forum was held at the
place of Iran Chamber of Commerce, Indus-
tries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA) with
the presence of ICCIMA Head Gholam-Hos-
sein Shafeie and Deputy Finance Minister of
Iran Mohammad Khazaie as well as both coun-
tries’ entrepreneurs.

Iran to award Farzad B to domestic
companies if India withdraws

The managing director of Pars Oil and Gas
Company (POGC) said Farzad B gas field
(in the Persian Gulf) development project
will be awarded to Iranian contractors if In-
dia pulls back from the negotiations, ILNA
reported on Saturday.

Speaking about the probable effects of Trumpys
decision to leave the nuclear deal on India’s
collaboration in Farzad B development project,
Mohammad Meshkinfam said, “T don’t think
that the U.S.’s decision on leaving the nuclear
deal will affect the Indian side.”

“Currently, we don’t know for sure what
their [the Indian side] decision will be, how-
ever we are ready to work with them,” the
official added.

Meshkinfam further noted that even if In-
dia decides to withdraw from the project,
since Farzad B field does not need pressure
boosting, the development project wouldn’t
be complicated and the work could be done
by capable domestic companies.

Asked about the South Pars Oil Layer, the of-
ficial said, “The Oil Layer development pro-
ject is a little more complicated and for that
our focus is more on foreign contractors.”
“Of course, we are already producing oil in
this field, but we need to cooperate with a
foreign company to maintain and increase
the production level”, he added.
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