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Head of Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA) met with the Serbian am-
bassador to Tehran on Tuesday to
discuss expansion of economic ties.
In the meeting, ICCIMA’s head
Gholam-Hossein ~ Shafeie  men-
tioned Serbia’s significant economic
growth in recent years, noting that
mutual economic cooperation with
Serbia is among Iran’s top priorities.
The official stressed the need for fa-
cilitating trade delegation exchang-
es, increasing the number of flights,
while calling for visa waiver be-
tween the two countries.
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Tehran, Belgrade discuss expansion of economic ties

FREE ZONES NEWS

According to Shafeie, concluding
preferential trade agreements (PTA)
and conducting free trade are among
the important issues that should be
considered at the June joint econom-
ic committee meeting.

Serbian Ambassador Dragan Todor-
ovic, for his part, emphasized the
importance of interaction between
private sectors of the two sides.

He also called for launching joint
ventures.

The fifteenth Iran-Serbia Joint Eco-
nomic Committee meeting will be
held in the Serbian capital, Bel-
grade, on June 20 and 21.

NEWS

Zanganeh writes to OPEC,
calling for support for sanc-
tioned members

Iranian Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zan-
ganeh has sent a letter to OPEC Presi-
dent Suhail Mohammed Al Marzouei
calling for the organization’s support for
members targeted by sanctions, Shana
reported on Thursday.

In the letter, Zanganeh asked Mazrouei
to include a separate agenda item for
the June OPEC meeting entitled “OPEC
Ministerial Conference support to the
Member Countries that are under illegal,
unilateral and extraterritorial sanctions.”
“I would like to ... seek OPEC’s sup-
port in accordance with Article 2 of the
OPEC Statute, which emphasizes safe-
guarding the interests of member coun-
tries individually and collectively,” Zan-
ganeh wrote.

Zanganeh further noted that in case of
any reduction in Iranys share of the oil
market as a result of the U.S. sanctions,
the country should be allowed to return
to its normal level as soon as the sanc-
tions are lifted again.

OPEC»ys 174th ministerial meeting is
due to be held on June 22 in Vienna.

Iran, Finland set to ink agricultural

€0-0p agreement
Iran and Finland are going to sign a
comprehensive agricultural cooperation
agreement in the near future, IRIB report-
ed on Tuesday.
The decision was announced during a
meeting between the Finnish ambassador
in Tehran Keijo Norvanto and the Irani-
an deputy agriculture minister Houman
Fathi.
The two sides agreed to cooperate in var-
ious areas, including agricultural machin-
ery, fisheries, seeds, forestry, water man-
agement, education and research.
Inking a document on cooperation in the
fields of animal health and quarantine
was also discussed and approved at the
meeting.
The officials also stressed the need to ex-
pand ties between private sectors of the

Iran, India mulling over rial-rupee trade to withstand U.S. sanctions

withdraw from the 2015 Iran nuclear deal.
Swaraj said «all parties to the agreement
should engage constructively for peaceful res-
olution of the issues,» a statement issued by
Indias Ministry of External Affairs read.

Iran is Indiars third-largest oil supplier. In-
dia>s private, as well as public sector, oil re-
finers are heavily dependent on Iranian crude.
During the economic sanctions against Tehran
laid out by the Obama administration in 2012,
India and Iran had to make alternative arrange-
ments, including barter system.

India imported $10.5 billion worth of goods,
mainly crude oil, and exported commodities
worth $2.4 billion.

Iran and India are discussing Rial-Rupee trade
to keep the bilateral trade between the two
countries after the U.S. imposes new sanctions
on Iran.

According to Sputnik, Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Mohammad Javad Zarif and his Indian
counterpart Sushma Swaraj held talks in New
Delhi on various regional and international is-
sues on Monday.

The two sides also exchanged views on a
further expansion of ties in banking, energy,
trade, insurance, shipping, use of national cur-
rencies, Chabahar projects and Chabahar-Za-
hedan railway.

The officials also discussed Trump>s plan to

Italy tries to continue its economic ties with Iran as before: envoy

In a meeting with Iranian Fi-
nance and Economic Affairs
Minister Masoud Karbasian
in Tehran on Monday, Ital-
ian Ambassador to Iran Mau-
ro Conciatori announced his
country’s deep commitment
to Iran’s nuclear deal and said
Italy tries to continue its eco-
nomic and trade ties with Iran
as before.

He said positive political and
economic signs are being ob-
served from the global society
for supporting Iran’s deal spe-
cially from the signatories of
the deal.

In the meeting, Karbasian and
Conciatori explored the ways

economic ties between Iran and
Italy and also between Iran and
European Union under the con-
dition of U.S. withdrawal from
Iran’s nuclear deal (known as
Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action or JCPOA).

Also in a meeting with Farhad
Yazdandoust, the advisor to
Iranian energy minister in in-
ternational affairs, last week,
Conciatori had said that seven
Italian large companies active in
the field of renewable energies
will visit Tehran next month to
attend a conference with Iran’s
Renewable Energy and Energy
Efficiency Organization (known
as SATBA) for exploring ways
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